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any one of them to be copied; but gave one away,
or two, for I am not at this day certain which, to
Mr. Polk while he was President of the United
States, having first asked and obtained Mrs. Lear's
consent for that purpose. She also gave me two
of them not very long before her decease, which
I prize the more as her gift. I have other ori-
ginal letters from the same immortal source, the
valued donation in 1830, of the son of Colonel
Lear, Lincoln Lear, Esquire.

This excellent lady, who long honored me with
her friendship and confidence in the above and
other ways, after sxirviving Colonel Lear forty
years, died last December in Washington. There
she had continued to live as his widow; being all
this time in possession of, and as I supposed own-
ing, these original letters. There she lived, beloved
as a pattern of the Christian virtues, and enjoying
the esteem of the circle around her as an interest-
ing relict of days becoming historical; but ever ele-
vating in the associations they recall. Now that
she is gone, I am induced to give to the public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